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The AFAPA board would love to thank everyone who made this year’s conference a success. We 

heard from Barbara Ford, Sue Badeau, State DHR, APAC and from our Independent Living panel. 

All the money will go to scholarships at our next years 

conference. Speaking off, we gave away thirteen, $1,000.00 

and seventeen, $500.00 scholarships this year. Keith and 

Edie Lowhorne and the AFAPA Board surprised Buddy and 

Martha Hooper with a scholarship in their names. Many 

of you know that the scholarship fund is near and dear to 

their hearts. Martha and Buddy have been serving foster 

and adoptive parents for around 20 years. The board knew 

it was time to start one and thank them for all that they do 

for everyone. 



Big Thank You
 to Elmore County

 for a job well done! 

Elmore County Department of Human 
Resources which included, Director, 
Michelle Woods, Supervisor, Carter Taunton 
and entire staff provided a wonderful 
dinner for Elmore County foster parents. 
An elegant dinner was prepared and served 
to the parents, childcare was provided and 
each foster family received a gift basket 
worth at least $175.00.

To learn more about the children 
waiting for adoption, visit 

www.heartgalleryalabama.com

A Special

Thank You
to Heart Gallery

for the

photography of the children.

A  message from 
the  President

Hope everyone is having a wonderful Summer. I want to 
thank everyone who helped the AFAPA conference this 
year. It was a great success. Approximately 160 were 
in attendance with 120 of those being foster parents. 
We are going to be working hard on promoting the 
conference for next year to get back to the pre-covid 
level of attendance. The dates for next year will be May 
11,12, and 13, 2023.

The AFAPA board met recently to prioritize plans for the 
upcoming year. AFAPA expects to have a distribution 
plan in place to share donations received by AFAPA. This 
has been an ongoing project  in North Alabama with 
clothing closets in several areas. We just recently shared 
donations with the Tuscaloosa, Mobile and Baldwin 
areas. We partnered with Fostering Together Gulf Coast 
who have a wonderful closet for the people in Mobile 
and Baldwin. Our plans are to have one in each region of 
the state to distribute items. We are currently looking for 
more partners. Please contact me; buddy@afapa.org or 
our secretary, Stacy Justice; stacy@afapa.org if you have 
any questions. 

I recently started a new Facebook group for chapter 
member presidents. This is in addition to the current 
county president’s page. October 1st starts a new year for 
chapter members. If you are a current president in your 
county, please send us a message on our AFAPA Facebook 
page so we can add you to the Facebook group.

If you would like information on how to become a chapter 
member, please email Stacy@afapa.org.  We want to 
partner with each county to make sure our families are 
supported. 

Be sure to visit our website; afapa.org and our Facebook 
page Alabama Foster & Adoptive Parent Association. You 
may still reach us at 888-545-2372 with questions.

William Buddy Hooper
President AFAPA
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Our president Buddy 
Hooper recently 
visited Baldwin and 
Mobile County. He 
delivered a trailer 
load of donations to 
Fostering Together 
Gulf Coast. He also 
toured their building. 
His hope is to have a 
space like they have 
in every region. 
 

If you know of someone who has a space and 
would be willing to donate it to that county chapter 
or to AFAPA, please let us know. We would love to 
have a space in Montgomery, Tuscaloosa, Cullman, 
Houston, Conecuh and the Talladega area. 

Keith Lowhorne, VP of Kinship also visited 
Baldwin and Mobile area. He delivered several 

hundred pounds of food and clothes. 

Helping hands...Thank You!

LOAD OF DONATIONS DELIVERED
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MEET UNIQUA

Uniqua, born June 2007, 
likes to pronounce her 
name as “Unique.” She 
is outspoken, smart and 
helpful. She is a very sweet, 
wise and aware child 
who thrives off approval 
and appreciates one-on-
one attention. She enjoys 
school and spending time 
with friends. Her favorite 

subject is Math. She likes to draw and dance. She is a hard 
worker and wants to be the best that she can be. Her 
favorite thing to eat is wings. She enjoys a peaceful and 
relaxing environment. Some of her favorite things to do are 
to participate in karate and go on family trips. She also likes 
to sing “sometimes” in the church choir.

MEET BRITTNEY
Brittney, born June 2005, 
is an outgoing child who is 
almost always smiling. She 
enjoys Chic-fil-a, going to 
the zoo and going to see 
horror movies.  Brittney 
loves animals and gets 
along well with others. When she is not in school she 
enjoys reading and hanging out with friends.  She is very 
sociable once she gets to know you.

MEET ARMINDY

Armindy, born March 
2004, is a talkative teen 
who loves to draw and 
is very talented artist. 
She enjoys going out 
to eat and shopping. 

She does well in school 
and works hard to do 

well academically. She 
is very respectful and 

kind. She loves stuffed 
animals. She also loves 

to read. She loves 
animals and wants to be 

a veterinarian.

MEET RIHANNA AND SIDNEY

Rihanna, born 
August 2008, 
is very shy and 
respectful. 
She does well 
in school. She 
enjoys spending 
time outside, 
playing with 
her laptop, 
and watching 
movies. She 
has a very close 
bond with her 
twin brother, 
Sidney. Rihanna loves to cook and help others. Her 
favorite food is pizza! She would like to become a doctor 
when she grows up.

Sidney, born August 2008, is very outspoken, but also 
respectful. Sidney enjoys playing basketball and going 
to the beach. Sidney has a very close bond with his twin 
sister, Rihanna. He enjoys being outside and watching 
movies. His favorite holiday is Thanksgiving because he 
gets a chance to eat lots of food. When he grows up, he 
would like to be a police officer.

MEET ABBIE
Abbie, born 
December 2005, is 
outspoken, outgoing, 
loving, and sarcastic. 
She is very good at 
communicating her 
feelings and ideas. 
She enjoys reading, 
listening to music, and 
playing video games. 
She enjoys and has a 
passion for caring for 
animals. She hopes to 
have a pet one day! 
Her future goal is to 
become a veterinarian 

and writer. Abbie’s favorite holiday is Thanksgiving 
because she feels its time to thank the people you love 
and eat good food!
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MEET O’RIANYA

O’rianya, born June 
2008, enjoys dancing 
and listening to music.  
She enjoys laughing 
and spending time with 
friends.  If she could plan 
a day all about herself, she 
would go shopping and 
get her nails done!

MEET TY’ASIA AND KE’ASIA

Ty’Asia, born August 2011, and Ke’Asia, born August 
2012 are very sweet and fun children! They love making 
Tik Tok videos, playing with slime, pop-its, and getting 
presents on Christmas. If they could choose a hobby, 
it would be gymnastics because they loves to flip and 
show their flexibility. Both of these girls have a great 
sense of humor and personality!

MEET TERRY
Terry, born August 
2006 is a very sweet 
and caring child. 
Terry is extremely 
outgoing and will 
talk to anyone.  He 
is able to make 
friends easily, but 
has moments where 
he wants to be left 
alone. Terry is a 
very inquisitive child 
and enjoys learning 
new things. Terry 
enjoys playing both 
inside and outside. Terry hopes to be adopted by a 
family who owns a trampoline and a dog. Terry attends 
church regularly with his foster mother and seems to 
enjoy it. Terry is looking forward to being adopted and 
hopes to be adopted by a family with at least one other 
child.

MEET JACOREUS

Jacoreus, born 
February 2009, 
enjoys playing 
basketball and 
riding his bike. 

His favorite 
subject in school 
is math. He loves 

playing with 
other children 

and wants to 
have a pet of his 

own one day!

To learn more about the children 
waiting for adoption, visit 

www.heartgalleryalabama.com

A Special

Thank You
to Heart Gallery

for the
photography of the children.
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GREAT CONFERENCE. GREAT TOPICS AND INFORMATION

“AFAPA has been very helpful in helping us gain hours, solve 
problems, and advocate for us when needed.”

“Continue the  great  work  in  providing  a  forum  of  learning  and 
connection for the Foster / Adoptive community.”

“I really appreciate the way AFAPA provides programs and support 
for foster families. “

“They really made the conference easy and enjoyable.”

“This is some of the most useful information you will ever 
receive during your journey as a foster/adoptive parent. 
Not only will you be able to receive your credits for your 
license but you will be able to connect with so many 
other useful resources.” 

“Extremely well  organized and informative.”
“There was a lot of  helpful information given, and it was 
very refreshing to be here. It was also very awesome to 
connect with other foster parents.”

“The level of support and information at this conference is 
such an amazing thing to experience! The information given 
and the speakers are extremely helpful to foster, adoptive and 
kinship families! Every person involved with children affected 
in some way by dhr needs to attend this conference!”

“Deputy Commissioner Karen Smith, Friday morning 
session...very good....Foster parent trivia
and oldie wed game. Loved it!”

“I was very thankful for a quiet and 
peaceful getaway to Shocco Springs 
in order to obtain the required credits 
over the course of 2 days. I especially 
enjoyed being able to meet and connect 
with other foster/adoptive parents in 
Alabama.”
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GREAT CONFERENCE. GREAT TOPICS AND INFORMATION

“Best and most informative foster and adoptive parent 
conference available. Was held at a beautiful location, food was 
great and meet a lot of new foster families.” 

“AFAPA is an outstanding resource to be utilized.”

“I am so thankful for AFAPA and everything they offer. We 
always look forward to coming to training at Shocco every 
year. This is a must have for our family.”

“It’s a rewarding experience. You would enjoy hearing 
different experiences that other FP have had and you would 
enjoy it.”

“Very  life  changing  and  informational.”

“It’s very educational, very informative. I love coming to this 
conference. Not only is it informational, it is refreshing and a 
much needed break from life. It is peaceful and relaxing.”

“This has been an incredible experience, full of laughter, tears, 
& fun, all while still learning SO much important info that all FP 
should know!”
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AFAPA NEWSLETTER INFO:

“BE BRAVE 

enough to ask for help 
WHEN YOU NEED IT. 

There is no merit badge
FOR DOING ALL THE 

hard things alone.”
~ Maggie Smith


