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When did National Adoption Month start? 
In the United States, the first major adoption related effort 
occurred in 1976 in the state of Massachusetts. Then-Governor 
Mike Dukakis proclaimed the first week of November “Adoption 
Week,” to promote the need for more adoptive families to care 
for the large number of children in the foster care system. In 
1984 President Gerald R. Ford made the Adoption Week a 
national event. 

By 1998 the week had become so widely recognized there 
were too many events to fit into seven days. President Bill 
Clinton extended the week long event into National Adoption 
Month, which is what we celebrate today. 

Why do we celebrate National Adoption Month? 
Overall, we celebrate National Adoption Month to shine a 
national spotlight light on adoption. More specifically, we 
celebrate to: 

•	 Honor families that have grown through adoption. 
•	 Recognize the hundreds of thousands of children waiting 

for permanent families. 

•	 Spread awareness. 

•	 Advocate for the wellbeing and future of children in foster 
care. 

•	 Encourage our neighborhoods, communities, cities and 
states to take a stand. 

•	 Ask our business and companies to support adoption. 

NOVEMBER 20 IS NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY
National Adoption Day is a collective national effort to raise 
awareness of the more than 100,000 children in foster 
care waiting to find permanent, loving families. For the 
last twenty years, National Adoption Day has made the 
dreams of thousands of children come true by working 
with courts, judges, attorneys, adoption professionals, child 
welfare agencies and advocates to finalize adoptions and 
find permanent, loving homes for children in foster care. 
 
National Adoption Day is celebrated every year on the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving. National Adoption Day is celebrated in all 
50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. 

We will be celebrating National Adoption Month here in 
Alabama through different events all over the state. Many local 
DHR offices, local associations, Heart Gallery of Alabama, and 
APAC will be hosting events.

National Adoption Month is about spreading awareness. It is a month to encourage others to learn about 
adoption, to hold adoption related events, and to acknowledge the people in this country whose lives have been 

impacted by adoption. The mission of National Adoption Month is to celebrate the families who have grown 
through adoption, and to recognize the many children who are still waiting for forever families. 
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A  message from 
the  President

October 1st began a new year for the AFAPA Board. The 
new officers elected at the Shocco conference in May 
took their place on the board. The first meeting of the 
New Board took place October 6th. The first order of 
business was to populate the new board with Regional 
Representatives. We are happy to welcome back some 
representatives from the past board and we welcome 5 
new representatives. Currently we have 16 members on 
the Board. 

We continue to need board members in many areas 
south of Montgomery. If you would like to be considered 
to serve as a regional representative in Region 1 or 2 
please contact Buddy Hooper at buddy@afapa.org. See 
the inside back page with a map showing the regions and 
also all of the AFAPA board members. 

Dates to remember. The deadline for submission of 
AFAPA scholarship application is March 1st, 2022.

AFAPA Annual Conference at Shocco Springs will May 
5th, 6th, and 7th this year with up to 15 hours of training 
credit hours for foster parents. Be sure to check afapa.
org website and facebook page for updates. 

William Buddy Hooper
President AFAPA

Recognizing November as National Adoption Month on 
Facebook. Everyday during the month of November you 
have a chance to win a tee shirt on the Alabama Foster & 
Adoptive Parent facebook page. There is a different way 
to win each day. You can only win once so as to give 30 
different people a chance to win. So if you haven’t already 
been to our facebook page do it today and see what you 
have to do to win. 
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	 I	didn’t	give	you	
	 	 	 	 the	gift	of	life,
	 life	gave	me	
	 	 	 	 the	gift	of	you!

																																						 —Unknown

Happy National
Adoption Month!
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You can claim the federal adoption tax credit if:

You adopted a child other than a stepchild. You 
can claim the credit if you adopted from foster 
care, adopted internationally, adopted a relative’s 
child, or adopted privately from US (except 
your spouse’s child). This is a tax credit and not 
refundable. You need to go to the NACAC.org 
website to get all the information. You can go 
back and amend a past return if you didn’t claim 
when you first adopted.

Alabama Tax Credit
Taxpayers that reside in Alabama can take a tax 
credit of $1000 for a private intrastate adoption 
or the adoption of a qualified foster child. You 
must attach a completed Schedule AAC to claim 
the credit. 

Adoption Subsidy when 
adopting a foster child
Be sure you understand if the foster child you are 
adopting is eligible for Adoption assistance before 
you sign consent to adopt papers. You can find 
the Adoption subsidy policy in the AFAPA foster 
parent handbook or on the afapa.org website.  

CLAIMING THE FEDERAL 
ADOPTION TAX CREDIT FOR 
ADOPTIONS FINALIZED FROM 

2012 TO 2021 All foster parents should have a foster parent handbook. 
AFAPA representatives are available to give them out to 
all tips classes at the beginning of the week 8 training. If 
you are a co leader for tips please remember to send an 
invite to afapa representative for you county or contact 
buddy@afapa.org. We also give them out at most 
trainings we do. 

If you don’t have a handbook good news it is available 
on the afapa.org website to view or download to your 
device. 

Inside the handbook you will be able read about DHR 
policies and laws that pertain to you as a foster or 
adoptive parent. You will also have access to what is 
covered by the Reasonable Prudent Parent Standard. 
This is in the Activities and Life Events article. There is 
a very important chart on page 50 that explains what 
type of substitute alternate caregiving you must have 
permission for and which you only need to notify. If you 
haven’t read this handbook please do. 

KNOW YOUR 
FOSTER PARENT HANDBOOK



Brandon Bishop

Brandon and his wife Trina have been foster parents for over 7 years now, welcoming nearly 25 children 
into their home. Brandon & Trina reside with their three biological children, two bonus children, and 
2 dogs in Madison, AL. Brandon is currently a Director with Bear Cognition as well as President of the 
Madison County Foster & Adoptive Parent Association. 

Kristy Bryant

Kristy Bryant is married to her loving husband Greg and live in Madison, AL with their two adorable boys 
Lawson and Grayson. Blessed to have been able to adopt and serve the community through foster care 
since 2010 they’ve had 24 children through short term, long-term and respite placements. Kristy works 
for The Madison Village as the Assistant Administrator & Marketing Director, while Greg is employed by 
Alabama A &M as the Hazardous Environmental Manager.  Where you find one you will always find the 
other as the two of them are best of friends!

They both look forward to helping further serve the community with the AFAPA.   

Linda Hayes

Linda has been fostering for nearly 40 years, with a few breaks along the way. She has been both a 
traditional foster parent as well as therapeutic throughout this time. Her family has adopted four children 
from foster care- three from Alabama and one from the Mississippi foster care system. 

Jennifer Lee

Jennifer and her husband have been fostering since the summer of 2019. Their first placement was 
through kinship and since then, they have had more than 15 children come through their home. They 
are not only fostering to adopt but are open for respite as well. They are adopting their first child at the 
beginning of 2022. Jennifer says that they do know that this is what God has called them to do.

Victoria Davidson

Victoria has served as a foster parent for nearly four years in Montgomery County and adopted a beautiful 
little girl named Cadence in 2019. She looks forward to serving as a Regional Representative for the next 
two years. Victoria hopes to recruit new foster & adoptive parents and help kinship families by providing 
resources that are available to them. 
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AFAPA WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME OUR NEWEST REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES FOR OUR STATE! “MEET” THEM BELOW:
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“A Letter to Adoptive Parents”

My grandparents on my father’s side adopted me when I was five. I always knew that I was 

adopted and had two different moms. As a child, my family story differed from everyone 

else’s because I did not live with either birth parent. However, my dad always lived close 

by, so I could go stay with him and his family. 

When people and other children found out I was adopted, they always asked questions. 

Where is your mom? Why don’t you live with your mom? Do you know who your mom is? 

But the hardest question that haunts me even now is, “So your mom didn’t want you?”

As a child, I was not prepared for that question and had not even thought about it until 

that moment. While my grandparents let me visit with my birth mom, and as a young child 

I saw her every other weekend or so. It never occurred to me that she may not want me 

until I heard that question. The question haunted me as I grew older because I saw her less 

frequently and would go years between visits. 

More often than not, she was not there. Now, I am 44 and still struggle with rejection and 

abandonment. My grandmother did not prepare me for that question. Instead, she added 

to my rejection. She would say: I am your mom, she didn’t want you, she couldn’t take care 

of you, she left you, she signed her rights away…

While I know that my grandmother fought for me and took care of me, she did not handle 

my emotional needs as an adopted child. My grandmother viewed my birth mom negatively 

because of her on and off drug use. Due to her drug use, my mom passed away at 36 

because of AIDS. As I grew older, I began to understand why I was adopted. That did not 

change that my mom was my mom. 

Now, I have four kids adopted from foster care, and it’s painful when someone ignorantly 

asks, “So their mom didn’t want them,” or “How could a mom leave their kids?” But I know 

from experience, that my mom loved me. She loved me enough to know that she could 

not raise me. She loved me enough to know that she wanted a better life for me. She loved 

me enough that she did not want me to see her strung out. She loved me enough that she 

wanted me to have the family she never had. 

Do not tell adopted children that their mom did not love them. When asked by one of our 

children’s birth moms to adopt her daughter, I made sure to tell her that no matter what, 

she is always going to be her mom. I cannot replace her, nor will I try. What I will do is love 

her and take care of her. 

Adoptive moms, I know all the battles you are facing, and I understand all the battles your 

children are facing. November is Adoption Awareness Month, and I am asking each adoptive 

parent to not only bring awareness to those around you but to talk to your adoptive 

children about their birth family. That way they are prepared for the hard questions.  

Signed: Heather Branam
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Articles can be submitted to Buddy Hooper, Editor.  E-mail submissions should be addressed 
to afapa@afapa.org.  Otherwise, mail to AFAPA 1091 County Road 1659 Cullman, AL 35058. 

AFAPA NEWSLETTER INFO:

Conversations Matter
November is National Adoption Month, which is an initiative of the 
Children’s Bureau. This year the theme is “Conversations Matter.” 
National Adoption Month is an initiative of the Children’s Bureau that 
uses this month to bring attention to the need for foster and adoptive 
families for teens in the U.S. foster care system. Generally, teens 
in foster care wait longer for permanency, if they find permanency 
at all. Further, teens are at a higher risk of aging out of the system. 
In Alabama, children can stay in foster care until they are 21, with 
the option to adopt even after they turn 18. Adopting an older teen 
is not only the family choosing the child, it’s the child choosing that 
family. Teens still need love, support, and a sense of belonging that 
families provide. Through adoption, teens gain lifelong bonds that 
help determine the trajectory of their life. 

With the theme “Conversations Matter,” it’s important to include youth 
in conversations about adoption, permanency, and their wellbeing. It’s important to listen to youth about their goals 
and how they feel about adoption. They need an honest and open environment where they can talk about the 
decisions they want to make for their life. It’s important to partner with them in permanency planning, and to not make 
decisions for them. 

from all of us at 
AFAPA


