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ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Shocco Springs Conference Center
May 7th – 9th, 2020

Registration now open for Foster, Adoptive, Kinship Care, DHR Social Workers, and others who would like to attend.
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A message
from the
President

This is a difficult newsletter to write. Normally I would be
writing about the upcoming Conference. Because of all the
uncertainty of the coming months AFAPA has canceled the
conference this year. We are maintaining the conference
theme Perfect Vision for Permanency in 2020. Foster
parents are still required to have the needed training hours
to continue to have foster home approval. While we wish
we could have face to face training we can’t. Because of
the Coronavirus outbreak we have canceled all face to face
meetings for the next few months. We urge you to contact
your resource worker to make sure what trainings will be
accepted for your training hours and ask what your date is
to have the needed hours completed.
We are planning Regional Conferences later this year in
each of our 5 regions. We are still working on dates and
locations.
We are posting about webinars and other ways to get your
training hours on Alabama Foster and Adoptive Parent
facebook page and afapa.org website. Some of these are
free but still require you to register for them. Some have a
cost to them for access to multiple trainings. The following
are some that we are aware of and can be found on the
internet. Please review on your own before deciding which
ones would be best for you.
Childrensaid.org Training Opportunities and access for
APAC free Library.
Cla.auburn.edu/apmrt/ Alabama Psychiatric Medication
Review Team
Fosteringfamiliestoday.com online magazine free for
March and April training certificates available
Fosterparentcollege.com has many training classes
interactive. There is a small cost for hours.
Lifelinechild.org/parent-coaching/ Sonia Martin
webinars. Free sign up.
Drjohndegarmofostercare.com John Degarmo 12 month
access to webinars and books. Cost for membership.
Dr. Degarmo is offering Alabama Foster Parents a 10
percent discount off the regular $49.95 annual unlimited
membership.

Alabama foster parents, like foster parents across the
nation, are in need of support, resources, and licensed
training hours during this time of Covid 19 and of
uncertainty.
The Foster Care Institute is proud to partner with AFAPA
during this time of Covid 19 by offering Alabama foster
parents a discounted rate on resources and training
hours. Now, Alabama foster parents and AFAPA can get
unlimited access for 12 months to over 50 hours of In
Home licensed and certified online foster care training
webinars. Plus, Alabama foster parents and AFAPA can
also get 10% off all books and other items at The Foster
Care Institute. Simply use the special code Alabama in
the Coupon area when signing up for your unlimited
access to the In Home webinar service or when you
purchase books and other items. Again, that special
code is Alabama.
Other websites that are useful childwelfare.gov
Children’s Bureau, nfpaonline.org National Foster
Parent Association, nacac.org North American Council
on Adoptable Children, cwla.org Child Welfare League
of America.
There are many more resources available online. We
just wanted to share the above opportunities with you.
We are all adapting to the changes that have taken
place in the recent weeks. Changes that are becoming
difficult to keep up with at times. We will post changes
as we become aware of them on facebook and website.
Some of the big issues facing foster families are home
visits, children visits with bio families, changes is how
meetings take place, court dockets, adoption, child care,
online school or home schooling.
Continue to check afapa.org website and Alabama Foster
and Adoptive Parent Facebook page for information and
updates.

State DHR updates
Foster home approval and reapprovals must continue.
Foster children cannot remain or be placed in a home
that is not currently approved. If you have not received
board payment of subsidy checks contact Navaris
Andrews at SDHR. Any questions about the care of
foster children needs to be directed to your county DHR
or SDHR at 334-242-9500.

MEET JASMINE V.
Jasmine, born March 2004, is a girly girl who enjoys fixing her hair and makeup. Some of
her hobbies include playing outside, attending church, playing with slime and making various
crafts. She loves to be the center of attention and desires to live with a small family who
can shower her with lots of love and affection. Her favorite subject is science and her least
favorite is geography. She has a caring heart for other people and animals. She dreams of
being a veterinarian when she grows up. She is very loving and has a positive outlook on life.

MEET JAMICHAEL
JaMichael, born March 2004, is a sweet, respectful, and caring child with a great spirit that

draws people in. He goes by the name “Mike,” and enjoys playing sports. He has been described
as a “Teddy Bear” you want to hug for no reason. Mike’s favorite subject in school is math and he
hopes to go to college and play football. He has a desire to help others in need.

MEET DAUSTIN, LANDON & JEREMY
Daustin, born October 2008, is a loving, energetic boy. He is interested in watching movies,
playing outside, playing with his siblings, and video games. He is very loving and does well
in small group settings. Daustin loves to have the attention of everyone around him. He
is eager to please and to be liked by others. He loves skateboards and dragons! He is very
active and loves to be outdoors, playing with family and friends.
Landon, born August 2009, is a loving energetic boy. He is interested in watching TV, playing

outside, playing video games and playing with his brothers. He is very loving and does well
in small group settings. Landon loves to have the attention of everyone around him. He is very active and loves to be outdoors,
playing with family and friends.

Jeremy, born January 2012, is a loving, energetic boy. He is interested in watching movies, playing outside, and playing with
his brothers. Jeremy loves to have the attention of everyone around him. Jeremy is most successful when he has a structured
routine that outlines expectations, consequences, and privileges. He is very active and loves to be outdoors, playing with family
and friends. These boys need a family that will provide structure, patience, and unconditional love for them!

MEET JAZMIN
Jazmin, born July 2005, is a helpful, sweet, and very lovable child. She is talkative, joyful, and

funny. She is a child who easily attaches. Jazmin likes to hold hands and give hugs once she gets
to know you. She is a loyal child who will take up for her siblings. Jazmin enjoys listening to music
and playing outside. If she could plan a day all about her she would choose to go shopping and
visit her siblings

MEET TRISTEN
Tristen, born in June 2005, enjoys playing video games and computer based educational

games. He is fascinated with nature and wildlife, so he enjoys time outside and related craft
projects. He is sweet and loving. He is enthusiastic about telling stories and loves receiving
attention from adults. Tristen is most easily engaged when playing outside. Tristen loves to
be active throughout the day. He prefers to spend his time outside.
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We recognize these are unique times where
foster, kinship and adoptive families are finding
themselves isolated and in need of more support than ever.

At Fostering Families Today, we continue to serve as a
lifeline to families, and because we want to support you
while we are all so disconnected, we’re making the
March/April digital issue available for FREE!

Here’s how it works:
First, download a digital copy of the March/April 2020 issue of Fostering Families Today here.
Then, take our short online quiz and we’ll send you a certificate of completion that you can
submit to your licensing agency for credit. It’s that easy!

AFAPA NEWSLETTER INFO:
Articles can be submitted to Buddy Hooper, Editor. E-mail submissions should be addressed
to afapa@afapa.org. Otherwise, mail to AFAPA 1091 County Road 1659 Cullman, AL 35058.
Deadline dates fall the first of the month in February, May, August, & November.

