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Each year, November is recognized as 
National Adoption Awareness Month. While 
all adoption-related issues are important, 
the particular focus of this month is the 
adoption of children currently in foster care.
   Activities and celebrations are kicked 
off with a Presidential Proclamation, and 
while efforts made at the national level 
certainly help build awareness of adoption, 

Adoption Month 
History

The first major effort to 
promote awareness of 
the need for adoptive 
families for children in 
the foster care system 
occurred in Massachusetts. 
In 1976, then-Governor 
Mike Dukakis proclaimed 
Adoption Week and the 
idea grew in popularity 
and spread throughout 
the nation. President 
Gerald Ford made the first 
National Adoption Week 
proclamation, and in 1990, 
the week was expanded to 
a month due to the number 
of states participating and 
the number of events.

During the month, states, 
communities, public and 
private organizations, 
businesses, families, and 
individuals celebrate 
adoption as a positive way 
to build families. Across 
the nation, activities 
and observances such as 
recognition dinners, public 
awareness and recruitment 
campaigns, and special 
events spotlight the needs 
of children who need 
permanent families. It also 
includes National Adoption 
Day, traditionally a 
Saturday, which is observed 
in courthouses across the 
nation as thousands of 
adoptions are finalized 
simultaneously.

participation in local programs, 
events, and activities by those of us 
with a direct connection to adoption 
can often be the most effective way 
to promote positive perceptions, 
debunk the myths, and draw 
attention to the tens of thousands of 
children in foster care who wait and 
hope for permanent families.

Observing Adoption Awareness Month
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A message
from the 
President

Buddy Hooper  /  President AFAPA

 From the Alabama Foster & Adoptive Parent Association 
Board we want to wish each of you a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 This has been a very busy year for our board and we have 
gotten to travel around the state to meet many of you. We have 
attended TIPS classes in many counties sharing how AFAPA supports 
foster parents. We have attended county foster/adoptive parent 
association meeting in about 20 counties. AFAPA representatives 
have conducted training in counties to both foster/adoptive 
parents and local DHR staff.
This issue serves to inform you of some important dates and 
events coming up this year.

Mark your Calendars
Remember March 1st is deadline for turning in applications for 
student scholarships through AFAPA. Applications can be found 
on the afapa.org website. You can also call to request a form be 
emailed to you. Please see the application in this newsletter for 
more details. 
 The Alabama Foster & Adoptive Parent Association annual 
conference will be at Shocco Springs May 10th – 12th, 2018.  There 
are 2 ways to register this year. You can call Shocco at 1-800-280-
1105 or you can register online on the afapa.org website. 
 Please read and enjoy this issue of our newsletter. If you know 
a foster parent who is not receiving this let me know and it will be 
available online at www.afapa.org.
 Federal Adoption Tax Credit for finalized adoptions in 2017. 
Visit nacac.org website for information.

Tax Breaks for Foster Parents
From www.1040.com
If you’re a foster parent, it can be confusing to try to figure out what 
tax breaks and advantages are available to you. Foster children are 
often not eligible for some of the same credits and deductions as 
biological or adoptive children. But there are a couple of valuable 
tax breaks available to you.
 First, let’s define who a foster child is: A foster child is a 
child placed with you by judgment, court order, or an authorized 
placement agency (state or local government organization). If the 
child has not been placed with you by the courts or a government 
agency, you can’t claim foster care tax breaks. But you may be 
eligible to claim the child as a dependent

Foster Care Payments
If you receive foster care payments from a child placement agency, 
or the state or local government, the payments are nontaxable 
income. The reasoning here is that the money is for the support of 
the foster child, and aren’t just going into your pocket for your use, 
the way other income would.
Claiming a Foster Child
 Adding a foster child to your tax return is essentially the same 
as adding any other child. It all starts with the Dependent screen. 
For the relationship, choose Foster Child. Provided that you meet 
the requirements. Child must be in your home at least 6 months 
and 1 day.

MEET  JULIECIA

 Juliecia, born February 2007, is a sweet and loving 
child. Juliecia has been diagnosed with Oto-Palatal-Digital 
Syndrome and Asperger’s. Oto-Palato-Digital Syndrome 
causes your facial features, as well as hands and feet to 
be positioned in the wrong place. Some of Juliecia’s facial 
features and hands and feet are misplaced. Typically, 
those diagnosed are non-verbal and have developmental 
delays, which is true for Juliecia. Juliecia also has seizures 
but has only had one in the last year. They are controlled 
by medication that she takes daily. She attends elementary 
school and receives special education accommodations. 
 Despite all of the challenges that Juliecia has faced 
and continues to face she is a sweet and loving child. 
She enjoys the simplest things like bubbles. Juliecia has 
mastered many skills at school and with the dedication of 
her teachers she continues to master more and more each 
year. Juliecia is not potty trained but that is something 
that we all continue to work with her on and feel she has 
the capacity to learn. Even now, she will bring you a pull-
up or her bag when she has used the bathroom. Juliecia 
is non-verbal but can use “I want” picture cards, as well 
as her iPad to communicate. Juliecia will also take you 
by the hand and lead you to what she wants. She has 
receptive language skills demonstrated by her ability to 
follow simple commands/directions and she is responsive 
to her name. She loves music and games/toys that make 
sound. She loves bubbles. Juliecia also loves to smile. 
 In the past Juliecia had issues with eating, but for 
the past six months or so that has not been an issue. 
Juliecia eats more now than she ever has. Juliecia has 
also had issues sleeping through the night, but with 
Melatonin that is no longer an issue. Juliecia is a very 
active child and will need ample space to run and play. 
 Overall, Juliecia is a very loving child. She may be a 
bit shy until she gets to know you, but once she does you 
will see a wonderful child. She will need continued care as 
she gets older. Those of us that have been working with 
Juliecia over the years have seen the vast improvements 
she has made and the potential she has.
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There are not enough loving families available who want to 
adopt children from foster care.
 A national survey commissioned by the Dave Thomas 
Foundation for Adoption and conducted by Harris Interactive in 
2012 reveals that one in five American adults have considered 
adoption, and of those, 72 percent, or roughly 47 million 
Americans have considered adoption from foster care – more 
so than any other form of adoption, including private adoption 
of an infant or international adoption.
 The research indicates that there are many families interested 
in foster care adoption but that more needs to be done to find 
ways to connect these families with waiting children. Through 
National Adoption Day, the Coalition puts a national spotlight 
on more than 100,000 waiting children in foster care in the hope 
that more people will take steps to adopt.

There’s too much red tape and bureaucracy involved in 
adopting a child from foster care.
 Congress has streamlined the foster care adoption process 
through enactment of the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 
1997. This law stipulates that children in foster care, who cannot 
be reunited with their birth parents, are freed for adoption and 
placed with permanent families as quickly as possible.

Adopting a child from foster care is expensive.
 Actually, adopting children from foster care can be virtually 
free. Many agencies do not charge for the services they provide 
to families who are adopting a child from foster care. In addition, 
a growing number of companies and government agencies 
offer adoption assistance as part of their employee benefits 
packages, including time off for maternity/paternity leave, 
financial incentives, and other benefits. Congress has also made 
federal tax credits available for foster care adoptions to help 
offset required fees, court costs, and legal and travel expenses. 
In 2014, the maximum federal tax credit for qualifying expenses 
was $13,190. These types of benefits enable more families to 
adopt children from foster care into their homes.

Adoptive parents must be a modern version of Ozzie and 
Harriet.
 Prospective adoptive parents do not have to be rich, 
married, own a home, or be of a certain race or age to become 
an adoptive parent (Nearly one-third of adoptions from foster 
care are by single parents). In fact, families are as diverse as the 
children who are available for adoption. Patience, a good sense 
of humor, a love of children and the commitment to be a good 
parent are the most important characteristics.

MYTHS ABOUT ADOPTION

All children in foster care have some kind of physical, mental or 
emotional handicap; that’s why they are classified as “special 
needs.”
 The term “special needs” is somewhat misleading, because it 
can mean that the child is older, a minority or requires placement 
with his/her siblings. While some children are dealing with 
physical or emotional concerns, they need the nurturing support 
only a permanent family can provide. Many children in foster 
care are in the “system” because their birth parents weren’t 
protective and nurturing caretakers— not because the children 
did anything wrong or because there is something wrong with 
them.
 State agencies may withhold information about a child’s past 
in order to get that child placed with a family.
 State agencies are legally required to provide full, factual 
information about a child to any potential adoptive parents. 
Agencies have an invested interest in ensuring that parents 
have a positive experience with foster care adoption so they 
will continue to adopt and recommend others do the same. For 
children who have physical, emotional or behavioral problems, 
agencies seek to provide the most comprehensive post-adoptive 
services available to help the children transition into their new 
homes.

Families don’t receive support after the adoption is finalized.
 Financial assistance does not end with the child’s placement 
or adoption. The vast majority of children adopted from foster 
care are eligible for federal or state subsidies that help offset 
both short-and long-term costs associated with post-adoption 
adjustments. Such benefits, which vary by state, commonly 
include monthly cash subsidies, medical assistance and social 
services.
 More information about federal and state subsidy programs 
is available from the National Adoption Assistance Training, 
Resource, and Information Network helpline at 1-800-470-6665.

Children in foster care have too much “baggage.”
 This is perhaps the biggest myth of all. Children in foster 
care—just like all children—have enormous potential to thrive 
given love, patience and a stable environment. Just ask former 
U.S. Senator Ben “Nighthorse” Campbell or Minnesota Viking 
Dante Culpepper. They were both foster children who were 
adopted by caring adults.

It’s too difficult to find information on how to adopt.
 There are resources available to help potential parents take 
the first step towards adopting out of foster care. For more 
information log on to www.nationaladoptionday.org or simply 
call 1-800-ASK-DTFA.

If you’re gay or lesbian, you can’t adopt.
 All states allow gay or lesbian parents to adopt. Contact your 
local state agency to find out the guidelines that apply to you.
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MEET ALONDAE, 
AVONTAE, & AMERIA

Alondae, born December 2010, loves playing outside and 
coloring. He loves to play ball. He is in the 1st grade in the 2017-
2018 school year. Alondae has an infectious smile and is willing 
to be helpful. This young man needs a two parent family with 
no younger siblings, no females, and no pets.

Avontae, born June 2012, is all boy, he loves playing outside 
and doing “boy stuff”. He is in Kindergarten in the 2017-2018 
school year. Avontae is in preschool, and he is thriving in this 
structured environment.

Ameria, born October 2013, is a girly-girl, and loves playing 
with her dolls and jumping on the trampoline. She loves going 
to the zoo, and getting her nails painted. Ameria is on track 
socially and educationally for her age. She is in pre-school this 
school year.

These three siblings deserve a stable, safe, secure forever 
home, with a forever family who will love them unconditionally, 
and provide them all with the support they need to thrive and 
blossom successfully in life.

MEET EVELYN

Evelyn, born July 2000, is an outgoing and kind young lady. 
Evelyn is a freshman in high school. She is always willing to 
help around the house and loves to be around children of 
all ages. She has a very nurturing and mothering nature 
about her. She enjoys doing crafts and taking pictures. 
Evelyn is looking for a structured family who will work 
with her on boundaries and help her flourish in future 
relationships. Evelyn is learning about the importance 
of exercise and healthy eating habits and it’s impact on 
her life. She enjoys attending church and various church 
activities. She is hoping to participate in ROTC next year in 
school and thrives in different structured settings. Evelyn 
is very attached to the mother figures in her life and 
enjoys spending time with them. She has a very pleasing 
personality and does not like to disappoint others. Evelyn 
is full of life and always excited to try something new, 
including the roller coasters at Disney World.

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET INDIA

India, born February 2005 enjoys arts & crafts, gymnastics 
and reading. Her ideal day would consist of reading some 
of her favorite books, going roller skating, and having a 
Monster High Movie night. She enjoys dressing up and has 
her own unique fashion sense. India does well in school 
while maintaining As and Bs with help from her IEP for 
reading and behaviors. She also takes medication to help 
manage her ADHD. India is a very caring child with a great 
sense of humor who is open to finding a forever family. She 
loves anything Hello Kitty! India does best in a structured 
home with no other children. 

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com
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MEET NICOLE, AUSTIN, & JONATHAN

Nicole, born in January 2002, enjoys listening to music and singing. She also 
loves going to the movies or renting movies at home. Nicole can be bossy 
and struggles with getting along with Jonathan at times because she likes 
telling him what to do. She is outgoing and friendly. She does well in school 
when she applies herself. She is mostly well-behaved. Nicole makes friends 
easily and is easy to get along with. She loves animals and wants to be a 
veterinarian when she grows up. Nicole is very well mannered and lovable. 
Nicole enjoys going to church. She wants to be adopted and wants to be a 
part of a nice and loving family who will take care of her and her brothers. 
 
Austin, born in February 2003, enjoys using electronics and computers and 
he likes to sing. He is mostly well-behaved and does well in school when 
he applies himself. He has trouble concentrating and finishing school work 
sometimes and is working on being more organized. He is easy going and quiet 
compared to his siblings. He gets along well with others. Austin enjoys playing 
basketball and football. He wants to be an astronaut when he grows up so he 
can go to space and see other planets. He likes going out to eat and his favorite 
restaurant is Chuck-E-Cheese. Austin is a polite boy. He is very affectionate 
and gets along well with others. He wants to be adopted and wants to be 
a part of a nice and loving family who will take care of him and his siblings. 
 
Jonathan, born in August 2007, enjoys electronics and games and likes 
to watch movies. His favorite subject is reading because it’s fun. Jonathan 
enjoys playing soccer and likes to kick the ball and run. He wants to be a 
policeman when he grows up so he can catch bad guys. He enjoys going to 
church and likes to sing and read. He is very smart and makes straight A’s 
in school, however most of his behaviors occur in the school setting. He 
has trouble getting along with peers and does not do well in large groups. 
Jonathan is impulsive and needs supervision and structure to thrive. He 
behaves very well in the home. Jonathan has a very sweet personality and is 

happy and smiling 99% of the time. He bonds 
well with adults but has difficulty maintaining 
peer relationships. He wants to be adopted 
and wants to be a part of a nice and loving 
family who will take care of him and his siblings

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

Maurice born February 1998, was born prematurely.  Maurice is a happy boy who 
smiles a lot. He squeals loudly with excitement when he is happy. He enjoys playing 
with some hand held baby toys. He attends school daily and is in the special education 
program. He receives physical and occupational therapy several times a week while 
at school. He is unable to verbalize or make his needs known. But he seems to be able 
to understand what others are saying to him at times.

His primary source of nutrition is through a feeding tube but he is able to tolerate 
some baby foods by mouth. He has had seizures in the past but they are well con-
trolled with medication at this time. He has a shunt and is closely monitored by a neu-
rologist. He is non-ambulatory and uses a wheelchair for mobility. He wears braces on 
both legs and feet. He sleeps soundly and required the use of an immobilizer to sleep.

Maurice is a very special child who will require a significant level of support for the 
rest of his life. 

MEET MAURICE
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Aryna, who prefers 
to be called Aryanna, 
was born September 
2006. She is a very 
outgoing child. She is 
also very smart. She 
is in the 6th grade in 
the 2017-2018 school 
year. Her favorite 
subject is Math. For 
fun Aryanna enjoys 
reading and playing 

outside. She is a very compassionate and loveable child. 
When asked she reported that a favorite place for her 
birthday party to be held is Dave & Busters. She reports 
that if she could be any animal, she’d like to be a bird 
because they can fly. Aryanna’s favorite food is pizza and, 
not surprisingly, her favorite restaurant is Pizza Hut. She 
says that she likes spending time with her friends playing 
games. Aryanna wants to become a doctor when she grows 
up so that she can help others. This young lady deserves a 
safe, secure forever home with loving forever parents who 
will guide and support her as she grows up to become the 
lady she is meant to be. 

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

DeAndre, born July 2002 lives with his brother, Jaden 
in the same foster home. DeAndre loves to learn and 
receives special education services through his IEP. 
He has worked very hard in school and has made 
much progress. DeAndre has been an A/B student this 
year. He enjoys playing any sports and hopes to be 
a professional basketball or football player one day.  
 
Jaden, November 2003, loves going to school to see 
his friends. Jaden is currently receiving speech and has a 
behavioral aid through his IEP. Jaden also works very hard 
in school and is making progress. Jaden enjoys playing with 
wrestling or superhero figures and especially loves to ride 
his bike. He wants to be a dirt bike rider when he grows up.  
 
DeAndre and Jaden love to be praised and are both very 
lovable and affectionate children. They both like to play 
video games and play well together and with others. 
DeAndre and Jaden have so much love to give and deserve 
a special family who will open their hearts to them. 

Jenna, born May 2002, is an outgoing young lady. She has an optimistic 
outlook on life and her circumstances. Jenna likes to be the center of room 
and have attention given to her. She has typical teenage girl behaviors of 
wanting to be on her phone and talk to friends constantly. Jenna like 
to shop, and have hair & nails done. She is close and protective of her 
brother and his feelings. Jenna wants a family to love and call her own. 
 
Sebastian, born April 2004, is a sweet, loving child. He enjoys being outside 
and love to work with his hands. Sebastian is mechanically minded and likes 
to take things apart to see how they work inside. He is helpful, especially 
when it comes to outdoor things. His current foster family has chickens and 
he enjoys feeding, watering, gathering eggs, fixing cages, and even catching 
the chickens. Sebastian longs for a loving, secure home with a family who 
will love him and his sister and take care of them. Sebastian is attached and 
bonded with his sister.

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET JENNA & SEBASTIAN
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Talking  
With  
Older Youth 
About  
Adoption

Introduction
Exploring permanency options for older youth in foster care requires a focus on two key components: (1) recruiting and 
preparing adoptive families who can meet the needs of older youth and (2) engaging and supporting older youth in 
conversations about their future and their openness to adoption. 

This tip sheet provides child welfare professionals with a framework for how to talk with older youth about permanency and offers 
tangible tips and suggestions on ways to make these conversations more effective and meaningful.

Key Considerations 
Begin preparing for permanency early (not just in the final few months before a youth 
will age out of foster care) through ongoing discussions about their future and by helping 
them cultivate supportive relationships.
Use words that youth will understand, not child welfare jargon that might be confusing. 
Explain the meaning of permanency and adoption. For example, permanency is a 
family relationship and bond that is intended to last a lifetime. Adoption makes the family 
permanence legal. 
Assess and be aware of your own thoughts and attitudes—including possible biases or 
resistance—about adoption for older youth. If you have doubts about the possibility of 
finding families for older youth, you may reflect that doubt in your work. 
Keep in mind that the word “adoption” may carry negative or confusing connotations 
for youth, especially if they think it means replacing their biological family or other 
important relationships. Understanding each youth’s perspectives and experiences is  
key to helping them talk through their own concerns and questions.
Support youth in understanding their different options as you talk about adoption;  
help them build skills of self-determination and using their voice. 
Consider engaging a youth’s independent living worker as a messenger and partner  
for helping youth explore the possibility of adoption and the importance of permanency.
Involve youth in their own recruitment, such as being part of writing their profile for 
photolistings, arranging for a professional-quality photo or video to accompany their 
profile, identifying characteristics of potential parents for them, and sharing their ideas 
about recruitment messages.
Involve older youth – whether they have been adopted or not – in mentoring their  
peers in foster care. Read stories and watch videos together highlighting foster care  
alumni and discuss the stories with the youth. See stories and videos on the  
AdoptUSKids website. 
Consider whether everyone involved with the youth has done everything they can to 
support the youth’s permanency options through reunification or guardianship with 
relatives. As you discuss adoption, the youth may have questions about whether there 
were other options for having a permanent family.

Remember to ENGAGE

E Explain what permanency 
means—in general and 
what it can mean for youth 

N Not a one-time 
conversation, but an 
ongoing discussion

G Give youth opportunities to 
explain their feelings about 
adoption

A Ask youth who they feel 
connected to

G Give youth choices so they 
can practice 
self-determination

E Explain their options and 
help them understand the 
pros and cons



MEET KRISTOFER

Kristofer, born January 
2002, is currently in the 8th 
grade and he makes A’s, B’s, 
and C’s. He loves animals and 
his favorite subject in school 
is Science. He enjoys outdoor 
activities and loves to go 
fishing. Basketball is a favorite 
sport, and Kristofer really 
loves to go swimming. He also 
loves video games. Kristofer 
can be shy when you first 
meet him, and he is a polite 

and respectful young man, and he has very good manners. 
Kristofer takes good care of his room and his clothing. He 
likes to assist with daily chores, as well, such as cleaning the 
kitchen and doing the laundry. He is a very co-operative boy.

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com
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MEET MICHAEL 

Michael, born in 2006, is 
a happy, active child who 
loves to be the center 
of attention. He enjoys 
playing outside. Whether 
he is riding his bicycle or 
helping in the yard, as 
long as he is outside he 
is happy. Michael also 
enjoys playing video 
games and helping out 
around the house. Michael 

does well with one-on-one attention and instruction. He 
is hearing impaired and at times his speech is difficult to 
understand, but Michael is making improvements through 
speech therapy. Michael has some academic difficulties, 
and he has an active IEP to address his educational needs. 
 
Michael would adapt best to a two-parent household or 
a single-parent (male) home. Michael has done well with 
having a male authoritative figure in the home. Although 
Michael loves to be the center of attention, he would do 
well in a home with other children. Michael is a sweet, 
loving child who desires a family to call his own.

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET JASON

Jason, born August 2000 
is a fun loving child who 
appears younger than 
his age. He loves to play 
football, puzzles, board 
games and he loves to sing. 
Jason enjoys eating out 
especially Golden Corral. 
Jason has three older 
siblings, two of whom have 
been adopted and he still 
maintains contact with 
them. The older sibling has 

aged out of custody and contact is maintained. Jason will 
require a lot of one on one attention and requires direct 
supervision. Jason is currently at grade level and maintains 
average grades in some classes. He struggles with Math 
and History. Jason wants to be a mechanic when he grows 
up as he loves cars!

MEET ELIZABETH

Elizabeth, born April 2002, 
is a typical teenager. She 
likes to paint, draw, color, 
listen to rock music, and 
read fantasy novels. She is 
interested in history, and 
loves words and learning 
about the past. Elizabeth 
would benefit from a family 
that will have patience 
with her and the ability to 
adjust to the unexpected 
behavioral issues she is 

working on. The family must have a great sense of humor, 
and a strong support system. The teenage years are difficult. 
Elizabeth needs a family who can relate to her and love her 
unconditionally through good times and difficult times. 
Elizabeth desires to be adopted.

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

To learn more about the children waiting for adoption, 
visit www.heartgalleryalabama.com
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MEET NICHOLAS

Nicholas, born December 
2002, began the 8th grade 
this 2017-2018 school year. 
He is reported to be a very 
good student. His favorite 
subject is Science. Nicholas 
likes going to church and 
likes his bible study class. 
His favorite food is pizza 
and Mexican food. He is a 
polite and intelligent young 
man who makes friends 
easily. Nicholas loves playing 
sports such as football and 
basketball, and he loves to 
be outside. He, like so many 
youngsters, also loves playing 

video games. Nicholas is a very active person. He loves to 
draw and is a good artist. He has a great sense of humor, and 
he is respectful and listens well. This young man wants and 
deserves a safe, secure forever home with forever parents, 
and a strong father/male role model, who will love him and 
help guide and support him as he grows up to become the 
man he is destined to become.

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET ALEX

Alex, born November 
2005, has an infectious 
smile. He tends to be very 
hyperactive and impulsive 
but is an extremely cheerful 
and loving child. He loves to 
draw and make crafts. Alex 
receives special education 
services in reading and 
math. His favorite show 
is Spongebob. Alex is very 
interested in going to 

church and learning more about the Bible. He loves to be 
around people and to make others laugh and be happy. 
He would like to be able to be involved in sports such as 
soccer or basketball. He has a very close relationship with 
his older sister. Alex will do best in either a single or two 
parent home with no other children.

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET CHLOE

Chloe, born March 2002, 
is a smart and funny young 
lady. She likes to play laser 
tag and would love to have a 
birthday party with the laser 
tag theme. Chloe enjoys 
church and says she likes 
learning about God. Her 
favorite sport is football, and 
she reports that her favorite 
food is chicken casserole. 
Her favorite restaurant is 
Ryan’s. She and her friends 

like to hang out and play on the playground. Chloe reports 
that she wants to be a nurse when she grows up because 
she wants to work at St. Jude’s and help kids with cancer. It 
has been noted that Chloe enjoys taking care of and working 
with smaller children. She states that she likes to read and 
to sing for fun. She is proud of the fact that she is a neat and 
organized person. Chloe needs and desires a loving home 
with a family, ultimately a single female parent, who will 
love her and care for her no matter what. 

MEET “DANIEL” JAMES

James (who prefers to be 
called by his middle name 
of Daniel), born March 
2009, is a cute young man 
who can be very sweet. He 
loves to play with LEGOS, 
board games, and just 
having someone to talk to. 
He can be very creative 
when he is provided with 
craft materials (glue, 
construction paper, 

crayons, and scissors). He is very skilled in video games and 
electronics. Daniel enjoys being around adults and getting 
their attention. He loves to be outside, and loves having 
someone with him while he is playing. Daniel can be very 
helpful around the house and he loves praise. He is very 
aware of his environment and seeks out anything of interest. 
 
Daniel needs a couple with no other children so that he 
will have their undivided attention. He needs parents who 
are patient and who are willing to provide structure and 
consistency. His parents need to be able to understand 
Daniel’s past trauma and be open to learning techniques 
that will help Daniel manage his behaviors and redirect him 
using positive methods.
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Who’s eligible?
All graduating seniors & college-age (21 years old or younger 
as of June 1st in year of application) children in care as well as 
birth and adopted children of foster parents or be adopted 
from Alabama DHR system are eligible to apply for an AFAPA 
scholarship. 

Could the scholarship be used for trade school? 
Most definitely! 

Can the funds be used for books?
Yes, the scholarship funds can be used for tuition, books, lab 
fees, or supplies purchased thorough the school account. 

When should I apply?
The deadline for applications is March 1st, 2018. Please check 
afapa.org web site or call 1-888-545-2372.

Do my grades matter?
AFAPA scholarships are not based on academic achievement. 
Rather, our review committee will be looking at each 
individual’s needs and goals. 

What if I decide not to attend school this year 
after I am granted the scholarship? 
You would not be able to use the scholarship, you would 
be able to apply for another scholarship when you did start 
back to school if you are under age 22 as of June 1st in year of 
scholarship award.

Where can I get an application?
Call the AFAPA office to have one mailed to you 
1-888-545-2372. The applications are also on the 
www.afapa.org web site. 

How long has AFAPA been awarding 
scholarships?
The AFPA awarded its first two scholarships in 
the spring of 1999. 

IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT
AFAPA SCHOLARSHIPS
If chosen to receive scholarship, Student ID# & address of 
college/university/trade or vocational school is required.
Must be 21 years old or younger as of June 1st in year of 
application.

Unused portion or appropriate percentage of funds must be 
returned if recipient withdraws or does not report to school 
as scheduled. Applies also if student does not maintain grade 
point average required by institution to remain in school.

Scholarships funds are paid directly to the college/university 
or vocational school and are deposited into students account. 
Funds are not paid directly to student and may not be used for 
personal items.

Scholarship funds may be used for tuition, maintenance fees, 
books, and or school supplies.

POLICY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
Information should be placed in Connections Newsletter 
closest to the beginning of the New Year. Deadline to be set by 
Scholarship Committee.

Scholarship Committee will collect applications and check for 
correct information. Attempts will be documented to contact 
students with missing or incorrect information.

A review committee reflecting diversity will be selected by the 
Scholarship Committee.

Scholarship Committee will then select winners. All applicants 
will be notified no later than May 1st 2018. 

Treasurer will send checks to appropriate schools after 
receiving information from students.                                          

AFAPA $1000 STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Frequently asked questions about AFAPA Student Scholarships

Tredarius, born December 2002 loves being outside and playing. When not outside he enjoys 
playing video games. He attends an afterschool care program at the YMCA, and he really en-
joys that. He loves dogs and McDonalds and his favorite holiday is Christmas. He also enjoys 
singing in choir at church. He has some behavior problems at school but once redirected he 
does well. Tredarius wants to be a football player when he grows up. Tredarius longs for a 
family to call his own. He has a brother that he would like to remain in contact with.

Photograph provided by 
www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET TREDARIUS



A newsletter of the Alabama Foster & Adoptive Parent Association November 2017 - 11

1. Personal Information                
Name (last, first, middle):  ____________________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________  

Telephone: ______________________________________Alt#: ______________________________________________

Date of Birth:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Have you been notified that you will receive any other financial aid?  __________________________________________

If so, please detail:  __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Select one:
       _______Biological or Adopted Child of Alabama Foster Parents (Skip to #3) 

       _______Child adopted through Alabama DHR        County of adoption: _____________ (Skip to #3)

      ________Child in foster care

2. Foster Care Information 

Foster Parent Name: ______________________________ County or agency of approval: __________________________

Address (if different from above): ______________________________________________________________________

Case Worker: ___________________________________Phone: ______________________________________________

Supervisor: ____________________________________County: _____________________________________________ 

3. Leadership Activities (please use extra sheet if needed) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. On a separate sheet of paper and in your own words please make a brief statement of why you are applying for this 
scholarship. Include your hopes for the future and what you expect to contribute to society.

Consideration for Scholarship - 

·	 Be a child in the state custody whether living in a foster home, group home, independent living placement, etc. Birth 
and/or adoptive children of foster parents and children adopted through Alabama DHR system are also eligible.  

·	 Fill out all the questions on this application. 

·	 Be 21 years old or younger as of June 1st in year of application. 

For Your Information 

·	 Unused portion or appropriate percentage of funds must be returned if recipient withdraws from school or does not 
maintain grade point average required by institution to remain in school. 

·	 Scholarship funds may be used for tuition, maintenance fees, books, and/or school supplies. 

·	 Funds will be paid directly to the college/university or vocational school -- not to recipient.

·	 If chosen to receive scholarship, provide your Student ID # and the address of the college/university/trade or 
vocational school.

All information contained in the above application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

__________________________________________ ___________________________ 
Signature of Applicant Date 

Please send completed application to one of the following: 
Darla Works-Nelson darla@afapa.org    •   AFAPA P.O. Box 254 Fyffe, AL 35971   •   Fax 775-667-8282

 

AFAPA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
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AFAPA NEWSLETTER INFO:

MEET CODY

Cody, born July 2008, is an inquisitive, energetic boy who likes to explore. He prefers to play 
alone. He gets nervous around, but enjoys interacting with adults he knows. Cody enjoys looking 
at planes and war memorabilia and also enjoys playing the games at Chucky Cheese. Cody does 
have developmental delays, and interacts on a 4/5 year old level. He has an IEP in place to assist 
with behavior issues in the classroom setting, as well as helping him with Reading and Math. 
Cody will need a family that is understanding and patient. Cody will best benefit in a two parent 
household with no other children or possibly a family with a much older child in the home.

MEET TIREYAL

Tireyall, born in March 2001 has a diagnosis of microcephaly, Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities and cerebral palsy. Tireyal cannot hear, see or speak and uses a wheelchair for mobility.  
 
Tireyal does make noises to communicate and almost seems to be “singing” at times. He likes to rock 
in his wheelchair and to suck on his fingers. He is very responsive to touch and he laughs when tickled.  
 
He attends school and receives special education services. Currently, he lives in a specialized care 
center where all of his medical and physical needs are met, but he would thrive in a family setting 
that could give him the love and emotional support we all desire.


