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	 On	 a	 daily	 basis,	with	 half	 a	 dozen	 kids	 in	my	house,	 I	 often	
hear	 the	words,	“Mom,	she	won’t	 share	with	me!”	After	 taking	a	
deep	breath,	I	know	that	I	have	a	fine	line	to	walk	when	it	comes	
to	teaching	them	to	share	and	allowing	them	some	grace	with	their	
own	belongings.	
	 I	 feel	 like	 I	 am	 constantly	 having	 discussions	 about	 sharing,	
waiting	 their	 turn	 and	 having	 boundaries	 when	 it	 is	 not	 time	 to	
share.	And	don’t	 get	me	 started	on	 the	problems	we	have	when	
there	are	only	a	few	slices	of	cake	left	and	the	kids	just	came	home	
from	school	eager	to	dive	in.
	 Recently,	 our	 18-month-old	 foster	 daughter	was	 gone	 for	 an	
extended	visit	over	the	weekend	with	her	birth	family.	My	8-year-
old	daughter	was	in	tears	one	night,	missing	her	terribly.	These	two	
girls	were	so	bonded	since	we	had	our	little	one	nearly	her	whole	
life.	As	we	hugged	and	wiped	our	tears,	I	was	reminded	that	I	had	
asked	 her	 to	 share	 her	 heart	 along	with	mine,	 and	 sometimes	 it	
hurts	to	share.	
 I have had kids who hide their favorite items or put them on 
a	high	shelf	 so	 they	don’t	have	 to	share.	This	comes	 from	a	valid	
experience	of	being	around	high-needs	kids	who	were	destructive,	
careless	or	 simply	not	aware	of	personal	boundaries.	 Sometimes,	
we	want	to	keep	things	the	way	they	are	so	badly	that	we	hold	on	
tight,	for	fear	if	we	don’t,	it	will	slip	out	of	our	hands	and	be	gone	
forever.
	 Oftentimes,	there	are	valid	reasons	to	want	to	protect	our	stuff	
and	our	heart.	Some	of	our	children	have	experienced	their	favorite	
horse	being	broken	after	an	angry	child	 threw	 it	across	 the	 room.	
Some	of	our	kids	have	lived	with	a	special	needs	sibling	who	used	
the	wrong toothbrush	after	forgetting	which	one	was	theirs.	Other	
days	kids	make	something	important	to	them	out	of	legos	and	it	gets	
accidentally	stepped	on.
	 As	foster	parents,	we	have	valid	reasons	as	well.	We	have	been	
exhausted	after	over	extending	ourselves,	we	have	been	lied	to	and	
had	false	accusations	made	against	us.	We	have	had	kids	removed	
from	our	arms	when	we	wanted	to	raise	them	forever.	We	want	to	
protect	ourselves	and	those	we	hold	close.	We	are	quick	to	hold	on	
tight,	 guard	 our	 heart,	 and	 hope	 to	 never	 be	 hurt	
again.	
	 However,	 for	 the	 benefit	 of	 those	 we	 care	
for,	 foster	 parenting	 requires	 that	we	do	not	 lock	
up	our	 emotions	or	 tuck	 away	our	heart	 because	
of	the	possible	risk	of	getting	hurt.	Instead,	we	are	
asked to live with our arms wide open, even on the 
hardest	days,	where	hurt	 seems	close	and	headed	
our	way.
	 We	all	have	those	days	when	we	want	 to	stomp	our	 feet	and	
scream	 to	 those	who	will	 listen,	 “This	 isn’t	 fair!”	We	are	asked	 to	
foster	children	and	share	almost	every	aspect	of	our	lives	with	them.	
Here are some of the ways we are asked to share: 

Sharing our heart
This	is	a	big	one,	the	most	common	reason	people	say	no	to	foster	
parenting.	They	fear	the	scars	on	their	heart	that	they	will	receive	
after	opening	their	lives	up	to	foster	children	in	need.	This	may	be	
true	 but	 when	 we	 share	 our	 heart	 with	 a	 child	 who	 desperately	
needs	a	safe	home,	a	parent	and	a	family,	that	child	will	blossom	if	
we	can	offer	our	heart	to	them.	

Sharing our time
This	impacts	our	daily	life	the	most	as	foster	parents:	the	schedule,	
appointments,	 visits,	 	 court	 hearings,	 time	 awake	 in	 the	 middle	
of	 the	night	 caring	 for	 a	 sick	 baby,	 hours	 in	 the	 afternoons	 spent	
with	a	child	during	a	meltdown,	and	 the	 list	goes	on.	Sharing	our	
time	 advocating	 for	 foster	 kids	 can	 consume	 you,	 but	 when	 you	
remember	that	you	are	one	of	the	main	voices	for	a	child	who	often	
doesn’t	have	one,	you	are	often	willing	to	share	your	time.	

Sharing our Parenting Roles
	 We	can	easily	forget,	but	we	are	not	the	only	parent	in	the	life	
of	a	child	 in	 foster	care.	There	might	also	be	active	birth	parents,	
previous	foster	parents,	and	possibly	future	adoptive	parents.	This	
can	be	so	confusing	for	a	child	and	we	are	asked	to	share	this	role,	
even	when	we	think	we	are	the	best	parent,	 the	most	committed	
parent,	the	most	consistent	parent	 in	that	child’s	 life.	For	many	of	
us,	 this	 is	one	of	the	hardest,	 lump-in-our-throat	aspects	of	 foster	
parenting.	

Sharing our Family
	 The	moment	the	foster	child	comes	through	our	door,	we	are	
sharing	our	 family	with	 them.	We	ask	our	 kids,	 spouse,	 extended	
family,	church	and	friends	to	join	us	and	share	as	well.	They	all	share	
their	hearts	with	these	kiddos	we	love	on	and	might	some	day	share	
our	grief	when	they	leave.	

Sharing our knowledge
	 Because	of	the	time	we	spend	gathering	tools	in	order	to	help	our	
kids	thrive,	our	parenting	toolbox	gets	bigger	with	each	experience.	
This	is	a	benefit	to	the	children	in	our	care	and	to	those	struggling	
parents	around	us.	Sharing	what	we	have	 learned	throughout	 the	
years	will	 impact	 the	 future	children	who	come	 into	our	 lives	and	
can	be	a	support	to	fellow	foster	parents.	
	 Foster	parents	are	asked	to	share	almost	every	aspect	of	their	

life.	The	next	time	we	want	to	get	upset	because	our	
child	isn’t	sharing,	let’s	remember	that	we	also	have	
days	when	 it	 is	painfully	hard	 for	us	 to	share.	 It	 is	
my	 hope	 that	 we	 take	 a	 deep	 breath,	 just	 as	 we	
ask	our	children	to	do,	and	take	a	good	look	at	the	
situation.	When	we	act	out	of	anger	or	fear	 it	can	
be	especially	difficult	to	remember	if	there	is	a	valid	
reason	for	wanting	to	withhold	or	if	we	should	open	

our	hearts	a	little	more	to	benefit	the	child.	
	 Sharing	 is	 more	 than	 teaching	 our	 child	 to	 let	 go	 of	 their	
favorite	truck	or	pass	up	on	the	last	popsicle	out	of	kindness,	but	it	
is	something	we	must	live	daily	as	an	adult	so	they	see	the	attitude	
and	joy	that	can	come	from	sharing	and	the	benefit	it	brings	to	those	
around	us.	
	 We	must	also	be	mindful	 that	 there	 is	a	time	for	sharing	and	
a	time	to	withhold.	Learning	which	moment	belongs	to	each	side,	
well,	that	is	a	lesson	I	am	still	learning.	So,	let’s	give	our	kids	and	each	
other	some	grace	as	we	walk	this	fine	line.	As	we	go	into	our	days	
ahead,	I	think	it	is	safe	to	say	that	more	times	than	not,	it	is	better	
to	share,	to	open	our	hearts,	in	order	to	make	a	positive	impact	on	
those	around	us.

FOSTER PARENTS HAVE TO SHARE, TOO By Carrie Dahlin
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MEET LASHAY A.

Lashay,	 born	 September	 1999	 has	 a	 friendly,	 outgoing	
personality.	 She	 makes	 good	 grades	 and	 enjoys	 playing	
sports.Her	 favorite	 subjects	 are	 math	 and	 science.	 She	
would	like	to	try	out	to	be	a	cheerleader.	Lashay	participates	
in	 regular	 church	 activities.	 She	 can	 be	 helpful	 at	 times.	
Lashay	 has	 struggled	with	 depression	 and	multiple	 loses	
in	 her	 life.	 She	 appears	 to	 have	 some	 self-esteem	 issues	
and	wants	 attention	 from	others.	 Lashay	 had	mentioned	
going	to	a	single	parent	home	because	she	prefers	to	be	in	
a	home	with	a	single	mother.	She	is	physically	healthy	and	
takes	medication	 for	ADHD.	Lashay	enjoys	 listening	 to	all	
types	of	music.

Photograph provided by www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET ADRIEN “SHAMAR” 
AND JERMEL M.

Adrien,	 born	 March	 2005,	 likes	 to	 be	 called	 by	 his	
middle	 name,	 “Shamar”.	 He	 enjoys	 playing	 football	
and	 basketball.	 He	 also	 enjoys	 playing	 video	 games	
and	 playing	 with	 his	 Pokémon	 cards.	 Shamar	 is	 a	
thinker	 and	 will	 sometimes	 process	 his	 thoughts	 and	
feelings	 before	 verbalizing	 his	 preferences	 or	 desires. 
 
Jermel,	 born	 April	 2007,	 enjoys	 playing	 basketball	 and	
video	games.	He	also	enjoys	playing	with	small	 toys	such	
as	matchbox	cars	and	bay	blades.	 Jermel	 is	practicing	his	
ability	to	listen	when	completing	tasks,	as	he	is	energetic.	
He	 has	 a	 genuine	 empathy	 for	 others	 and	 wants	 to	 see	
people	happy.

Jermel	 and	 Shamar	 need	 	 a	 home	 that	 can	 provide	
boundaries	among	them	both	physically,	emotionally	and	
socially.	 Shamar	 needs	 a	 family	 who	 can	 help	 him	 see	
appropriate	 social	norms	and	 Jermel	needs	a	 family	who	
can	 help	 him	 learn	 to	 assert	 himself	 in	 a	 confident	way.	 
 
These	brothers	 long	to	be	together	 in	a	stable	and	loving	
family.

Photograph provided by www.heartgalleryalabama.com

We’re Back to School!
As	 the	 lazy	 days	 of	 summer	 end,	 children	 across	 the	 country	 get	 ready	 to	 return	 to	 school.	 And	 as	 the	
excitement	of	back-to-school	shopping	and	reuniting	with	friends	wears	off,	school	can	quickly	become	a	
challenge	for	even	the	most	dedicated	student.	

For	 adopted	 children	and	 children	 and	 youth	 in	 foster	 care,	 this	 transition	 can	be	more	 challenging.	
Often	early	childhood	trauma,	learning	disabilities,	and	lasting	impacts	of	abuse	and	neglect	can	create	
difficulties	at	school.	Preparing	for	these	experiences	is	paramount	to	helping	children	succeed	in	the	
new	school	year.

That	 is	 why	 both	 the	 August	 issue	 of	 Adoption	 Today	 and	 the	 September/October	 issue	 of	 Fostering	
Families	Today	will	focus	on	education.	We	hope	these	magazines	will	give	parents,	teachers	and	children	

tools	they	need	to	achieve	success.

We	would	like	to	thank	

for	permission	to	reprint	the	article
FOSTER PARENTS HAVE TO SHARE, TOO



1. Keep in Contact.
Reach	 out	 to	 school	 employees	
and	 form	 a	 positive	 working	
relationship	 with	 them.	 Let	
school	 counselors,	 teachers	 and	
administrators	know	that	they	can	
always	call	or	email	you	if	needed.	
Also	 obtain	 contact	 information	
from	your	child’s	teachers.	Attempt	
to	 remain	 in	 regular	contact	with	
them.	 Use	 all	 forms	 and	 means	
of	 communication.	 Through	 text	
messages,	 email,	 cell	 phones,	
Facebook,	Twitter,	and	other	social	media	platforms,	there	
are	 numerous	 ways	 to	 reach	 out	 to	 teachers	 and	 school	
employees.	It	is	essential	that	you	remain	up	to	date	with	
your	child’s	progress,	both	with	academics	and	behavior.

2. Update Teachers
Not	 only	 should	 you	 as	 a	 foster	 parent	 request	 regular	
behavior	updates	from	the	child’s	school,	but	a	responsible	
foster	parent	will	provide	such	information	to	the	school	as	
well.	If	your	foster	child	is	having	a	particularly	difficult	time	
at	 home,	 let	 the	 teachers	 and	 counselors	 know,	 allowing	
these	 educators	 to	 be	 prepared	 and	 equipped	 to	 handle	
any	difficulties	that	might	come	their	way.	

3. Let School Know About Visitation Day
Visitation	day	can	be	hard	sometimes.	It	is	likely	that	your	
child	from	foster	care	will	have	a	difficult	time	concentrating	
and	 focusing	 on	 school	work	 the	 day	 of	 a	 visitation,	 and	
many	times	the	day	after,	as	well.	When	your	child	is	having	
a	 emotional	 or	 challenging	time	with	 visitations,	 you	 can	
help	 your	 child	 by	 informing	 the	 teachers	 beforehand,	
giving	them	some	notice	in	advance.	A	note	in	your	child’s	
school	agenda,	an	email,	a	text	message,	or	a	phone	call	are	
all	means	 that	you	can	use	 to	notify	 teachers	and	 school	
counselors.	Along	with	this,	you	can	suggest	to	the	child’s	
caseworker	 that	 visitations	and	medical	 appointments	be	
made	after	school	or	on	weekends,	in	order	to	not	miss	any	
more	days	of	school,	so	the	child	doesn’t	fall	even	further	
behind.

TOP 8 WAYS TO HELP YOUR FOSTER CHILD IN SCHOOL

4. Help with School Work
School	work	will	 likely	not	come	
easy.	Foster	children,	 in	general,	
tend to perform below level 
in	 regard	 to	 both	 academic	
performance	 and	 positive	
behavior.	 And	 most	 children	 in	
foster	care	are	behind	in	math	and	
reading	skills.	It	is	important	that	
you	 and	 the	 child’s	 teachers	 set	
realistic	goals	 for	 the	 child.	 Find	
out	 where	 the	 child’s	 learning	
ability	and	level	of	knowledge	is,	

and	work	with	him	at	this	level.	Talk	to	your	child’s	teachers	
about	his/her	abilities	and	if	any	accommodations	need	to	
be	made.	You	should	encourage	your	child	to	set	goals	and	
expectations,	and	celebrate	every	success,	no	matter	how	
big	or	small	they	may	be.

5. Be Involved 
You	 can	 help	 your	 foster	 student	 in	 his	 development	 by	
encouraging	your	child	to	participate	in	activities	outside	
of	 the	 classroom.	 Many	 schools	 have	 extracurricular	
organizations	 and	 activities	 with	 various	 school	 sports,	
music,	and	clubs.	Along	with	this,	community	sports	and	
organizations	also	allow	kids	the	opportunity	to	not	only	
participate	and	develop	these	skills,	but	to	learn	new	skills,	
develop	talents	and	to	exercise.

6. Be Ready
It	 is	 going	 to	 be	 tough	 for	 your	 child.	 A	 child	 in	 foster	
care	often	has	a	very	hard	time	exhibiting	proper	school	
behavior	 during	 the	 school	 day,	 as	 school	 is	 simply	 a	
constant	 reminder	 that	 they	 are,	 indeed,	 foster	 children	
without	a	true	home.	The	continuous	reminder	that	their	
peers	are	living	with	biological	family	members,	while	they	
are	not,	is	a	difficult	reality	for	them	and	can	be	manifested	
in	several	ways.	Some	foster	children	simply	withdraw	and	
become	 antisocial	 in	 an	 attempt	 to	 escape	 their	 current	
environment.	Others	may	lash	out	in	violent	behavior.

School.	For	so	many	children,	it	is	a	place	of	learning,	of	laughter,	and	a	place	to	make	friends	and	form	relationships.

Not	so	for	children	in	foster	care.	It	is	a	very	difficult	place,	where	academic	failure	and	behavior	problems	are	the	norm.

For	your	child	from	foster	care	to	truly	have	a	chance	to	succeed,	you	as	a	foster	parent	must	lead	the	charge	and	blaze	a	
path	as	an	advocate,	fighting	for	your	child’s	every	chance.	Most	likely,	you	will	be	the	only	one	fighting	for	your	child,	as	the	
caseworker	and	teacher	are	overwhelmed	with	all	they	have	to	do.	Therefore,	it	is	up	to	you.	You	need	to	become	as	involved	
as	possible.	The	more	active	foster	parents	are	in	school	and	activities,	the	more	likely	children	will	succeed.	Here	are	the	top	
eight	things	you	can	do	to	help	your	child	from	foster	care	succeed	in	school.

By	Dr.	John	DeGarmo
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MEET HEATHER G.

By	Dr.	John	DeGarmo

7. Take A Tour
This	 is	 yet	 another	 unfamiliar	 place	 for	 your	 child	 from	
foster	 care.	 Before	 his	 very	 first	 day	 in	 class,	 take	 some	
time	to	go	on	a	tour	with	your	child	through	the	building.	
Ask	an	administrator	or	school	counselor	to	guide	you	and	
your	child	through	the	school.	This	will	allow	your	child	to	
feel	more	comfortable	once	he	begins	class.

8. Understand This Is Probably Not Fun 
School	 is	 the	 last	place	 your	 foster	 child	wants	 to	be	at.	
He	wants	to	go	back	to	his	home,	his	famiyl,	and	is	simply	
trying	 to	 survive	 each	 day.	 Foster	 children	 often	 have	 a	
difficult	 time	 exhibiting	 proper	 school	 behavior	 during	
the	 school	 day.	 For	many,	 school	 is	 a	 constant	 reminder	
that	 they	 are,	 indeed,	 foster	 children	 without	 a	 true	
home.	 The	 continuous	 reminder	 that	 their	 peers	 are	
living	with	biological	family	members,	while	they	are	not,	
is	 a	 difficult	 reality	 for	 them	 and	 can	 be	 manifested	 in	
several	ways.	 Some	 foster	 children	 simply	withdraw	and	
become	 antisocial	 in	 an	 attempt	 to	 escape	 their	 current	
environment.	 For	many	 foster	 children,	 violent	 behavior	
becomes	the	norm,	as	they	not	only	act	out	in	a	negative	
and	disruptive	fashion	in	school,	but	in	their	foster	home	
as	well.	This	can	prompt	yet	another	move	to	a	new	foster	
home	and	another	school.

Your child from foster care is 
depending on you to help him, 

not just in your home, 
but at school, as well. 

Quite simply, if you don’t 
help him succeed, who will?

For	more,	pick	up	Dr.	John	DeGarmo’s	book	Helping	Foster	
Children	 In	 School:	 A	 Guide	 For	 Foster	 Parents,	 Social	
Workers	and	Teachers.

A newsletter of the Alabama Foster & Adoptive Parent Association August 2017 - 5

Austin,	 born	 March	 2001	 is	
an	 energetic	 boy	 who	 enjoys	
sports,	 playing	 video	 games,	
swimming,	 riding	 horses,	
and	 playing	 outside.	 He	 is	
athletic	 and	 enjoys	 an	 active	
lifestyle.	Austin	is	open	to	new	
adventures.	 He	 would	 love	
to	 play	 school	 sports	 but	 due	
to	being	behind	 two	grade	 levels	he	 cannot	 compete	and	
due	to	his	age	he	cannot	play	little	league	sports.	He	is	very	
motivated	to	catch	up	in	school	and	is	making	good	grades	
at	this	time.
Participation	in	extracurricular	activities	is	a	good	thing	for	
Austin	because	it	helps	him	to	control	his	 impulses	and	to	
improve	his	self-esteem.	Austin	can	be	challenging	at	times	
and	at	times	likes	to	live	in	his	own	reality.	Austin’s	favorite	
food	is	a	taco	salad	and	his	favorite	restaurant	is	Burger	King.

Austin’s	favorite	birthday	party	would	be	hosted	at	a	skating	
rink	 with	 lots	 of	 friends	 and	 family.	 Austin	 would	 like	 a	
mom	who	 is	nice,	 calm	and	 someone	 that	he	can	 talk	 to.	
Austin	likes	to	keep	busy	all	the	time	and	have	a	schedule.	
His	 friends	 are	 individuals	 who	 are	 active	 and	 like	 to	 be	
outdoors.	He	is	hesitant	and	shy	to	make	new	friends.	Austin	
needs	an	open-minded,	patient	forever	family.

Photograph provided by www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET AUSTIN H.

Heather, born in 
November	 2001,	 is	 a	
shy,	 quiet	 young	 girl.	
When	 she	 becomes	
acquainted	 with	
others, she is very 
happy	 and	 loving.	
Heather	 is	 learning	 to	
cook	 and	 stitch.	 She	

really	enjoys	school.	Her	favorite	subject	is	math.	Heather	
receives	special	education	to	help	 in	all	 subjects.	She	has	
several	friends	in	school	and	is	a	favorite	of	all	her	teachers.	
She	 is	 very	 shy	 with	 strangers.	 Heather	 participates	 in	
counseling	 as	 this	will	 be	 an	 ongoing	 service	 once	 she	 is	
adopted.	 Heather	 maintains	 monthly	 contact	 with	 her	
other	siblings	who	are	also	in	foster	care.	They	are	all	very	
close	so	Heather	needs	a	family	that	will	allow	continued	
visitation	with	her	siblings.

Photograph provided by www.heartgalleryalabama.com
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Lots	has	been	happening	 in	Washington,	D.C.	 lately.	 	As	
you	may	 be	 aware,	 Congress	 is	 actively	 considering	 tax	
reform	legislation—this	legislation	puts	the	Adoption	Tax	
Credit	under	significant	attack.		
 
There	is	an	Adoption	Tax	Credit	Committee	that	has	been	
working	hard	to	develop	strategies	and	outreach	to	best	
advocate	to	save	the	credit.	The	central	feature	of	those	
efforts	has	been	to	revise	their	website	to	add	in	a	simple	
application	 that	 allows	 for	 real	 people	 to	 communicate	
directly	 with	 Members	 of	 Congress.	 	 To	 make	 a	 video	
or	send	a	message	to	your	representative,	simply	go	to	
Adoptiontaxcredit.org	click	the	«Take	Action!»	button	at	
the	bottom	of	the	page.	

Here is a Sample Email:

Dear XXX, 

As	you	may	know,	the	Adoption	Tax	Credit	(ATC)	is	vulnerable	and	may	be	eliminated	as	part	of	tax	reform	–	and	
we	need	your	help	to	save	it.	Join	us	as	we	work	to	keep	pressure	on	Congress	to	save	the	credit	that	makes	it	
possible	for	all	families	to	adopt. 

Now	is	the	time	for	you	to	tell	your	story,	and	let	your	legislators	know	what	the	Adoption	Tax	Credit	has	meant	
for	you	and	your	family.	Your	voice	matters	–	legislators	will	only	#SaveTheATC	if	they	understand	the	real-world	
impact	and	feel	that	their	constituents	support	it. 

Here	are	8	easy	steps	to	share	your	story	directly	with	your	Members	of	Congress!

1.	 Click	Adoptiontaxcredit.org.	Using	your	phone	or	computer	with	a	camera:

2.	 Click	Send	Video.	A	new	window	will	pop	up	-	click	Make	a	Video.

3.	 The	camera	will	turn	on,	and	you’re	ready	to	record!	Click	the	red	button	to	start	recording.

4.	 When	you’re	done	telling	your	story,	click	the	red	button	again	to	stop	recording.

5.	 Review	your	video	to	make	sure	it’s	what	you	want,	and	re-record	if	you	want	to	make	any	changes.

6.	 Click	Send	Video	Message	–	and	you’re	done!

7.	 Enter	your	info	or	log	in	with	Facebook	–	it	will	ask	you	if	your	zip	code	is	correct.	Click	confirm	to	
send	the	message	to	your	Members	of	Congress!

8.	 Click	the	Facebook	and	Twitter	buttons	to	share	immediately	with	others	and	encourage	them	to	
take	action	too!

And	don’t	stop	there	–	once	you’ve	recorded	your	story,	make	sure	to	share	it	on	Facebook	and	Twitter!		Thank	you	
for	support,	we	truly	could	not	save	this	credit	without	you!

Respectfully,	

XXX

THE ADOPTION TAX CREDIT NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

	This	is	where	you	are	vital:	

WE NEED YOUR HELP to make videos for 
your	representatives	in	Congress	and	to	reach	out	to	
other families and ask them to share how the Adoption 
Tax	Credit	has	affected	their	lives.		This	call	to	action	
truly	matters.	Child	welfare	policy	often	doesn,t have 
the	financial	support	that	other	lobbies	may	have,	so	we	
have	to	make	up	for	that	difference	by	emphasizing	the	
importance	of	protecting	vulnerable	children	and	their	
families.		
 
Thank	you	in	advance	for	your	effort	in	helping	us	save	the	
Adoption	Tax	Credit.

GET SOCIAL AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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Sample Tweets:
Tweets	sent	by	families	that	have	already	made	a	video:

The	 adoption	 tax	 credit	 made	 adoption	 possible	 for	 me	
and	my	 family.	Watch	my	 story	 here	 [LINK]	 #SavetheATC	
#taxreform.@(your	 Member	 of	 Congress)	 Without	 the	
adoption	 tax	 credit,	 I	 wouldn’t	 have	 been	 able	 to	 afford	
adoption.	My	story	here	[LINK]	#SavetheATC	#taxreform

	For	me	and	thousands	of	families,	the	adoption	tax	credit	
made	 adoption	 possible.	 Watch	 my	 story	 here	 [LINK]	
#SavetheATC	#taxreform

Tweets sent by Adoption Organizations:
The	 adoption	 tax	 credit	 makes	 adoption	 possible.	
To	 protect	 the	 credit,	 share	 your	 story	 by	 making	 a	
video	Adoptiontaxcredit.org	and	send	it	to	your	rep.

For	thousands	of	families	each	year,	the	adoption	wouldn’t	
be	possible	without	the	adoption	tax	credit.	#SavetheATC	
#taxreform
 

Sample Facebook Post:

Without	 the	 adoption	 tax	 credit,	 many	 families	 would	
not	be	able	to	grow.	If	your	family	has	benefited	from	the	
adoption	tax	credit,	you	can	tell	Congress	to	save	this	credit	
by	going	to	Adoptiontaxcredit.org	and	making	a	video	for	
your	rep.		Please	join	us	to	protect	the	adoption	tax	credit!	
#SavetheATC	#taxreform

MEET TYRONE P. & SEYLON C.

Destiney,	born	June	2001	likes	
to play volleyball, ride horses, 
play basketball and read her 
bible	in	her	spare	time.	Destiney	
is	hearing	impaired	and	uses	sign	
language	 for	 communication	
and	writing	notes	as	a	2nd	form	
of	 communication.	 She	 gets	
frustrated when she’s unable to 
understand	 someone	 and	 vice	
versa	 due	 to	 her	 impairment.	 She	desires	 a	 single	 or	 two	
parent	 family	who	 knows	 sign	 language	 or	who	 is	willing	
to	 learn.	Destiney	 is	a	 likeable	and	highly	 favored	child	by	
her	peers	however	she	tends	to	bully	younger	kids.	When	
she	 becomes	 frustrated	 she	 calms	 herself	 down	 and	 on	
her	own	time.	Destiney	can	be	calm,	sweet	and	humble	at	
times.	She	takes	pride	in	her	appearance	and	likes	to	 look	
good	and	dress	well	and	she	is	very	interested	in	boys.	She	
resides	 in	 a	 facility	 for	 children	with	 hearing	 impairments	
and	receives	special	education	services.	Destiney’s	favorite	
subject	is	Reading	and	English	and	she	desires	to	become	a	
teacher.	She	is	very	affectionate	and	likes	cats	and	dogs.	She	
has	a	visiting	 resource	 that	 she	stays	with	during	holidays	
and	extended	weekends	due	to	the	facility	being	closed	who	
does	not	desire	to	adopt.	Destiney	is	open	to	adoption	and	
to	meet	families	but	she	has	some	reservations	due	to	her	
unresolved	grief	and	losses	that	are	being	addressed.

Photograph provided by www.heartgalleryalabama.com

MEET DESTINEY L.

Tyrone,	born	December	2000,	and	Seylon,	born	December	
2003,	are	very	close	brothers.	Both	are	funny	and	they	love	
to	play	video	games.	

Seylon	loves	to	play	football	and	he	is	very	good.	Tyrone	
loves	to	dance	and	hang	out	with	his	friends.	Seylon	enjoys	
being	outdoors	and	taking	on	new	activities.	Tyrone	is	more	
of	 an	 indoor	 type	of	person.	He	will	watch	 tv,	play	 video	
games,	 and	 get	 on	 the	 computer.	 Tyrone	 and	 Seylon	 are	
both	great	kids	with	big	hearts!	They	are	 just	waiting	 for	
their	forever	home	with	a	family	who	will	love,	protect,	and	
care	for	them	in	a	safe	environment.

Photograph provided by www.heartgalleryalabama.com

To learn more about the children waiting for adoption, 
visit www.heartgalleryalabama.com

Thank you Heart Gallery for 
provided pictures of the children 

waiting for adoption.
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AFAPA NEWSLETTER INFO:

Look for the legislative issue 
Kids on the Hill in September from 
Fostering Families Today Magazine!

In	Congress,	policies	to	protect	and	support	vulnerable	
children	and	families	generally	have	bi-partisan	support.	
Yet	 these	 kinds	 of	 policies	 are	 often	 drowned	 out	 by	
other,	more	politically-charged	issues	in	Washington.	

To	 ensure	 that	 vulnerable	 children	 and	 families	 are	
part	of	the	conversation	in	D.C.,	we	are,	along	with	The	
Chronicle	of	Social	Change,	creating	a	special	legislative	
issue	titled	Kids	on	the	Hill:	Key	Issues	in	Child	Welfare	
Policy.	We	will	look	at	pending	legislation	that	impacts	
child	 welfare,	 recommendations	 from	 foster	 youth,	
child	 welfare	 history,	 stories	 on	 the	 opioid	 epidemic	
and	 immigration,	and	also	Q&As	with	elected	 leaders	
including	 Congresswoman	 Karen	 Bass	 and	 Senator	
Chuck	Grassley.

It	will	be	published	 in	early	September.	To	order	Kids	
on	the	Hill:	Key	Issues	 in	Child	Welfare	Policy,	contact	
Bryan	Curiel	at	bryan@fosteringmediaconnections.org	
with	your	name,	quantity,	and	address.

   The 2017 participants in the Foster Youth Internship gather 
for a photograph on Capitol Hill.


